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Attached hereto for filing are the following papers: 
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Our check in the amount of $0.00 is attached covering any required fees. In the event any 
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documents, including any fees required under 37 C.F.R 1.136 for any necessary Extension of Time to 
make the filing of the attached documents timely, please charge or credit the difference to our Deposit 
Account No. 15-0030. Further, if these papers are not considered timely filed, then a petition is hereby 
made under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 for the necessary extension of time. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed. 
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DOCKET NO: 210679US2SRD 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 
IN RE APPLICATION OF : 

HIDEKI KOBAYASHI, ET AL. : EXAMINER: SHARON, AYAL I. 

SERIAL NO: 09/893,874 : DATE ALLOWED: NOVEMBER 7, 2005 

FILED: JUNE 29, 2001 : GROUP ART UNIT: 2123 

FOR: APPARATUS FOR : 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ESTIMATION AND METHOD AND 
PROGRAM STORED IN A 
COMUPUTER READABLE MEDIUM 
FOR EXECUTING THE SAME 

PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. S1.181 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.181, Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to 
acknowledge as considered the publication references AW- AY, in the PTO-1449 form filed 
with the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) on October 11, 2005. The references are 
cited in the Japanese Office Action of September 6, 2005 in the Japanese counterpart 
application 2001-200222. The office action was submitted together with an English 
translation, thereby serving as statement of relevancy for the references AW-AY. According 
to M.P.E.P. §609.04(a) III, "[w]here the information listed is not in the English language, but 
was cited in a search report or other action by a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, the requirement for a concise explanation of relevance can be satisfied by 
submitting an English-language version of the search report or action which indicates the 
degree of relevance found by the foreign office." A copy of the PTO-1449 form together 




Application No. 09/893,874 

Reply to Notice of Allowance of November 7, 2005 

with the Japanese Office Action and the English translation thereof is enclosed, along with a 
copy of the date-stamped filing receipt. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that this petition be granted and the IDS be 
acknowledged. 
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/Serial No. 09/893.874 

In the matter of the Application of: Hideki KOBAYASHI. et al. 

For: APPARATUS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ESTIMATION AND 
METHOD AND PROGRAM STORED IN A COMPUTER READABLE 
MEDIUM FOR EXECUTING THE SAME 

Due Date: October 12. 2005 
The following has been received in the U.S. Patent Office on the date stamped hereon: 

■ Credit Card Form for $180.00 ■ Dep. Acct. Order Form 

■ Information Disclosure Statement ■ PTO-1449 

■ Cited References 8 

■ Japanese Office Action dated September 6, 2005 (with English translation) 
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Form PTO 1449^^, .igs^DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
(Modified) X^M^lJ^^j^JPAtENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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Tomioka et ai., "IT Utilization Strategy for Each Product and Attracted Company: Aim at Adoption to Lifetime Reduction, 
Cost Reduction and Parts Recycle/' Nikkei Digital Engineering, Japan, Nikkei Business Publications, Inc., January 15, 2000, 
No. 26, pp. 104-111. 
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Watanabe et al., 'Technique for Recycling Parts of Copying Machine," Nikkei Mechanical, Japan, Nikkei Business 
Publications Inc., September 8, 1997, No. 514, pp. 22-23. 



AY 



Kimura, "Inverse Manufacturing," IEEE Journal, Japan, The Institute of Electronics, Information and Communication 
Engineers, August 25, 1997, Vol. 80, No. 8, pp. 791-797. 
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□ Additional References sheet(s) attached 
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*Examiner: Initial if reference is considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 




Mailed: September 6, 2005 



NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 

Patent Application No.: Japanese Patent Application No. 2001-200222 

Examiner's Notice Date: September 1 , 2005 

Examiner: Takahiro INOSE 9560 5L00 

Attorney for Patent Applicant: Takehiko SUZUYE (other 6 attorneys) 

Applied Sections: Main Clause of Section 29, Section 29 (2) and Section 36 

This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion 
about the rejection must be filed within 60 DAYS of the mailing date hereof. 

REASONS 

A. The invention is unpatentable under Section 29 (2) of the 
Patent Law, as being such that the invention could easily have 
been made by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains, on the basis of the inventions described in the 
following publications distributed in Japan or a foreign country 
prior to this application or the invention made available to the 
public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or a 
foreign country prior to this application. 

REMARKS 

- Claims 1 to 22 

- References Cited: 

1 . Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 1 1-288427 

2. Tunenori Tomioka, Masaru Yoshida, Chikara Nakayama & Tomohisa Takei, 
"IT Utilization Strategy for Each Product and Attracted Company: Aim at 
Adoption to Lifetime Reduction, Cost Reduction and Parts Recycle," Nikkei 
Digital Engineering, Japan, Nikkei Business Publications Inc., January 15, 
2000, No. 26, pp. 104 to 111 

3. Tomio Watanabe & Masayoshi Yamaguchi, "Technique for Recycling Parts 
of Copying Machine," Nikkei Mechanical, Japan, Nikkei Business 
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Publications Inc., September 8, 1997, No. 514, pp. 22 to 23 
4. Fumihiko Kimura, "Inverse Manufacturing," IEEE Journal, Japan, The 

Institute of Electronics, Information and Communication Engineers, August 
25, 1997, Vol. 80, No. 8, pp. 791 to 797 

Remark: 

The design support system for performing structural modeling associated 
with recycle, as disclosed in Reference 1 and elsewhere, was well known in the 
art, and the prediction/construction of such modeling with consideration for the 
recycle of reusable parts was also well known in the filed of copying machines 
and the like, as disclosed in References 2 to 4 and elsewhere. 

The following features [1] to [4] should be set/employed by those skilled 
in the art as appropriate. 

[1] Approximate prediction of the distribution of the number of products 
(For example, see Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 63-144937 as a well- 
known example.) 

[2] Setting the production time period to an arbitrary time period (from the 
start to end of the production) (For example, see Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI 
Publication No. 11-267951.) 

[3] Setting the expected production time period to the time period until 
the end of the lifetime of the product value (time when a next product will be 
introduced) (for example, see Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 11-3101 
(paragraph [0040] and elsewhere).) 

[4] Prediction of the distribution of the number of products by 
trigonometric approximation (for example, see Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI 
Publication No. 5-314094.) 
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Accordingly, the present invention has been accomplished merely by 
employing the commonly known features as appropriate, and would thus be 
duly predictable to those skilled in the art. 

B. The application fails to satisfy the requirements under 
Section 29 (1), Section 36 (4) and Section 36 (6) (ii) of the Patent 
Law, on the grounds that the specification and the drawing(s) are 
defective in the following respects. 

REMARKS 

The claims of the present application merely specify the means or 
procedures (steps) from the viewpoint of the functions and actions, and do not 
specifically set forth the mechanism of information processing associated with 
the processing such as the evaluation of model construction, the mechanism on 
a relevant system. Thus, the claims are not based on technical support, and 
thus do not present any specific technical idea as information processing. 
Especially, since the claims do not clearly define, as the substantive feature, the 
device for embodying the functions involved in the model construction and 
evaluation, or the specific mechanism of information processing (such as a 
specific features realized by software and hardware resources in cooperation 
with each other), the inventions claimed in the claims of the present application 
are considered to correspond to a concept wherein a vague process is indicated 
as an idea. 

Therefore, these procedures recited in the present claims are 
agreements as mere business procedures, are simply specified by general 
functions and actions in the business procedures, and cannot thus be said to be 
constituted based on the specific mechanism as "computer software" which 
should be a premise of the invention. 
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Accordingly, the present invention has not been accomplished based on 
any specific technical idea and technical features (such as features realized by 
software and hardware resources in cooperation with each other), is merely 
specified by presenting the general functions and actions, and thus does not fall 
within the technical idea utilizing the law of nature. 

If a new reason for rejection is noticed, a further Official Action will be 

issued. 

P rio r Art Se a r c h Rep or t 

Searched Field: IPC 7th ed. G06F 1 7/60 etc. 

The result of this prior art search does not constitute the reasons for 
rejection. 
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